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Tom Heilandt was born on 30 December 1961 in 
Oberhausen, Germany. He holds a University Diploma in 
Mathematics and Computer Science. After graduation in 
1989, Mr Heilandt worked in a University project on neural 
modelling at the Heinrich-Heine University Düsseldorf. In 
1990, he joined Bayer AG (chemical industry) as Junior 
Executive, working in the IT Department. In 1992, he 
joined Trinzic (Deutschland) AG as software engineer 
responsible for customer relations and training.  

In 1994 after passing the national competitive examination held by the United 
Nations Secretariat for nationals of Germany he joined the Secretariat of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) in Geneva as 
Associate Scientific Affairs Officer working on risk management and 
communication for international conventions and recommendations on the 
transport of dangerous goods. From 1998 to 2005 he served as Secretary to the 
Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards and its specialized sections 
dealing with marketing standards for fruits and vegetables, dry and dried 
produce, seed potatoes and meat. 

In 2005, Mr Heilandt joined the Codex Secretariat as Senior Food Standards 
Officer (P-5). He is specifically responsible for the communication, promotion and 
publication of the work of the Commission in addition to Codex work on Food 
Labelling, General Principles and th e Coordinating Committee for the Near East. 
He was responsible as officer in charge for the organization and conduct of the 
32nd Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 
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